This is one of the gravest problems that the dental practitioner is called upon to solve; and there is, perhaps, less chronicled information upon this than upon any other special division of dental practice.
It is not to be expected that this whole subject shall be embraced in a single paper, so that certain points about which the least has been written, will be presented for your consideration.
As a rule, children under three years of age are not brought to the dentist, therefore his ministrations begin, usually, with completely erupted sets of deciduous teeth. The family physician is presumed to exercise supreme supervision of the difficulties of primary dentition, in all subjects under the age of three years; only occasionally condescending to call the dentist into consultation as a source of much needed information. Let us consider the wisdom of the order of deciduous dentition from a chronological view. These teeth erupt in groups, and the presence of the several groups furnishes an indejc, more or less accurate, by which may be determined the approximate age of the individual, the stage of development of certain hidden organs, particularly the stomach and indicates fairly the character of food demanded for the further development of the individual. The index thus provided is lucid enough to be consulted with profit by any intelligent, observing dentist, or even by physicians. But the physician derives no benefit from this deciduous dental index, because "he ain't built that way," and that is why he occasionally calls the dentist in consultation.
In adult subjects the masseters are the strongest pair of muscles in the body, being capable of maintaining the suspended weight of the body, and often more; but in childhood the masseters do not possess this proportionate strength, so that often the mastication of solid or fibrous food would be for the young subject extremely difficult if not impossible, were it not for the fact that these teeth bear peculiarly sharp cusps for the quick and easy mastication of substances that otherwise would necessarily be bolted whole and uninsalivated into the stomach. 
